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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE ROME 15398 

E.O. 11625 N/A 
TAGS: ICJ 

SUBJECT: INTERNATIONAL COURT OF JUSTICE ELECTIONS 

REF: STATE 204893 

CHARGE RAISED ISSUE OF MEMBERSHIP ON INTERNATIONAL COURT OF 
JUSTICE AUGUST 21 WITH MFA ACTING DIRECTOR GENERAL FOR POLITI- 
CIAL AFFFAIRS BOTTAI AS INSTRUCTED REFTEL. BOTTAI SAID THAT GOI 
WOULD BE PLEASED TO SUPPORT PROFESSOR BAXTER. AS TO AGO'S 
CANDIDACY, BOTTAI WAS GRATIFIED BY SUPPORT OFUS NATIONAL GROUP 
AND EXPRESSED UNDERSTANDNG FOR USG INABILITY TO COMMIT ITSELF 
TO SUPPORT HIM UNTIL IT IS KNOWN WHETHER WESTERN EUROPEANS CAN 
AGREE ON SINGLE CANDIDATE. BOTTAI COFIRMED THAT ITALIANS 
APPROACHED FINNS LAST SPRING ASKING THAT THEY SUPPORT AGO AND 
OFFERING TO SUPPORT FINNISH CANDIDATE FOR COMMISSION ON HUMAN 
RIGHTS. THEY HAVE NOT RECEIVED ANSWER FROM FINNS, AND QUESTION 
OF SINGLE WESTERN EUROPEAN CANDIDATE IS THUS STILL 
UNRESOLVED.HOLMES 
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